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Alison Welsh

Head of Fashion Research at Manchester Fashion Institute,
Manchester Metropolitan University

The project aims to explore methods of equipping local artisans with
knowledge in design thinking, and the ability to integrate their cultural
identity into their cloth in an authentic and thoughtful way. Working
collaboratively with the weavers and gradually gaining an understanding
of their culture has been central to the development of this collection
of garments. The precious Tai Lue fabrics have been produced over
a number of days or weeks, and it has therefore been important to
minimise waste when cutting the cloth. However, it is not the garments
themselves which are the outcome here, but the knowledge and
cross-cultural understanding that has taken place throughout this journey.

“This has been a personal Journey for me over the last two years,
during which | have been absorbed by the intricacy
of these exquisite Tai Lue textiles. Finding methods of making
contemporary garments in collaboration with the weavers
from these traditional hand-crafted fabrics
has been a voyage of discovery.”
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Ban Donchai-Rai Ooi Women Cooperative, Pua, Nan

This collection is inspired by our wish to modernise traditional Tai Lue
textiles. Our clothes are easy to wear, made from hand-woven cotton
textiles, and dyed in natural colours. Certain Tai Lue's patterns are
shown on the jacket. With a zipper, this can be worn either as a jacket
or blazer.

“After participating in the training, our situation changed
considerably. We can now sell more of our products,
and when the orders come in, we start making the cloth
for immediate supply to our customers.

Our designs are modern, just as the instructor guided us.
We use traditional textiles to decorate the cloth and
choose well-matched colour combinations.
Chemical colours are replaced with natural dyes.
Many people seem to like our products and think
they are beautiful. We also now pay more attention to
the production process. In the past, we spent only
a short time making clothes. Now we realise that
if our sewing is neat, even though it may take longer,
we can sell our products at higher prices.”

British Council
254 Chulalongkorn Soi 64, Siam Square,
Phyathai Road. Pathumwan, Bangkok 10330
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Ban Hia Weaving Community Enterprise, Pua, Nan

The identity of Tai Lue is reflected in this collection with the overlap
shirt and sash tie belt, produced in a traditional Lop pattern fabric
from the Ban Hia community. The materials and earth tones are natural.
The clothes are designed to be for both work and casual wear, with
executives and working people being our target customers.

“After participating in past projects,
our community has changed for the best.
Our products are better designed and the quality has improved.
The cutting is neater and finer, so we can sell them
at higher prices, giving us more income to hire people.
Those who were working in Bangkok have returned home
to their parents and work with us.
They now have steady Jobs and better lives.
As they get paid properly for their work,
the impact of this project expands.
As more people become involved,
more woven products are produced.”
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Ban Sala Weaving Group, Pua, Nan

The suits are hand-woven and dyed with indigo and natural colours.
The shirts are made from Tai Lue fabric while the trousers are made
from plain indigo coloured fabric but decorated with Tai Lue cloth.
This product is inspired by our need to make modern clothing that is
elegant, easy to wear, and can be considered as both work and casual
wear, as well as unisex.

“After Joining the project organised by the British Council,
we gained more knowledge and were able to come up with new
designs and patterns in new colours. We have used
the new knowledge to improve our work.

Tai Lue pattern is very unique on its own,
but now people realise that the Ban Sala community
can be identified by our natural colours. | am happy that
this project supported us and boosted our creativity,
helping us to improve the quality of our products.”

British Council asunusEaseariesduwsaiiun Sodeldr
254 Chulalongkorn Seoi 64, Siam Sguare, Product enquiries please contact
Phyathai Road. Pathumwan, Bangkok 10330 i

Ban Sala (0hurnan)

T+66(0)2 657 5678
F+66(0Y2 253 5311 T+66(0) 84 880 9922

K3 BritishCouncilThailand
W @thBritish
BritishCouncil_th
info@britishcouncil.or th

waviumsooniuulae

QoA10 USAQ
Dujdao Borikut

A CRAFTING FUTURES PROJECT




:: ESIJ-I{ISCI]'L A CRAFTING FUTURES PROJECT

Ivallos vaus:oou-ails

ASbrdowuireshnnu.. Juskdorouludun wuldsausucooehowh
Ouses = WoRv:wenenuRviBonWuRdngoRwusn Dowuillno
wuldidonwurlsido enecnueowuiindoullfuelsuibeeonana
Aodriiwusansriuwudolldhruwniwuidonunou wuiduwn
wuduAlidinssn wuosaneeols

“mnlicnfoaonuggnueoncoion
is1o:nkRoWsaNuevAUSUldeshols
Tumsruodouoesho Isdeoduwanudolulasaso
osuduishAoi0uwenghiunaouAauooAUSU™

Jasper Chadprajong-Smith

Assistant Professor in Apparel Design, Rhode Island School of Design (USA),
former Senior Lecturer - Fashion Design and Technology (Menswear)
at Manchester Metropolitan University (UK)

| HAVE LOVED YOU ONCE ... During my residency, | have handled

hundreds of fabric samples, trying to pick the best; the one | love most.
When I'm sure | have picked the right one, out of the corner of my eye | see
something else, something better. Then it hit me, why was | so careless
with the fabrics | had picked up before? What if | was that unloved fabric,
what would | feel?

“If we cannot understand our own feelings,
how can we understand those of others?
When doing something, one must experience it first hand;
without this we are just copies of someone else’s ideas.”

British Council
254 Chulalongkorn Soi 64, Siam Square,
Phyathai Road, Pathumwan, Bangkok 10330
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KH PROJECT

The “Collision Collection” refers to our way of mixing different
compositions when it comes to making clothes, whether it be the use
of threads and colours, designs, patterns, or concepts. To create this
collection, we did not rely on theory but simply had fun mixing different
styles and designing our clothes without any framework or rules. Our
products also feature the multiple identities of our community and the
unigueness of the brand. With this different method, we are proud to
present products that showcase both our traditional culture and
modern textile industry.

“The main thing | have learnt from the project is that
we need to have a practical working method.
As we are not students working on our homework,
we must figure out a way for the people in the community
to see that we can learn from each other as well.
For us, the community is also our teacher.

The community has a role to play in making people see its capacity.
Through this project, | have also learnt about natural colours
and the concept of culture. This project gave us the chance
to create something different and new, and we had a lot of fun.”

British Council asumusiaaSaairieariLwaniu Sodelar
254 Chulalongkorn Soi 64, Siam Square, Product enquiries please contact
Phyathai Road. Pathumwan, Bangkok 10330
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Ruayboon Natural Textiles

Our Tai Lue Obi collection features obi cloths made from patterned
Tai Lue textiles and others in plain colours. The designs sprung from
our need to present Tai Lue’s identity to the broader public and the
urge to promote the zero-waste concept. From our understanding of
the past, using leftover fabric scraps to produce other products,
reducing as much waste as possible, seems to be the best way of putting
the zero-waste concept into practice. In reality, however, we should
try to use up all the cloth to produce just one product without having
leftover fabric scraps.

“The younger generation is interested in woven products
or traditional patterns reflecting the identity of each
province and try to sustain and expand local wisdom
beyond their community. | wanted to create this collection
to show the people in the community my attempt to do
Just that. At the same time, older artisans can learn from us
about getting out of their comfort zone and trying something new.
They only have to open their minds and believe it is possible
to create products that fit the needs of the modern generation.”
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