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Welcome to the UK Schools and Colleges Guidebook 2013/14. This guidebook
exclusively offers essential information for Thai parents and students in selecting the
most appropriate schools and colleges from within the UK.

Boarding school can be an incredibly valuable experience for students that
will build a strong foundation for their careers as well as their social lives. In this
increasingly borderless world and a modern society where countries and regions are
working more closely together, the English language and an international perspective
are considered invaluable assets which undoubtedly benefit students throughout
their lifetime.

The UK welcomes international students to the home of English and to an
education and school system that are well established and have been globally
admired for centuries. In addition to the excellent quality of British schools and
colleges, UK culture is vibrant and incredibly diverse, an exciting and exhilarating
place to live and to learn.

For many years, UK schools and colleges have been a popular choice for Thai
students. Over the years, several highly successful figures in Thailand have enjoyed
their formative school years in the UK.

Investment in education is a lifelong commitment and good education is
enduring. We nurture students from Thailand not only to build human capital in the
Kingdom but to build friendship and links that last a lifetime.

| hope that after reading all that this guidebook offers, you will be able to
make an informed choice and decide that the United Kingdom is the right place for
learning and development.

uUs. UISa tAUN
1ndnss1gnadinquls:iUs:indlng

H.E. Mr. Mark Kent,
Ambassador, British Embassy Bangkok
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An important aim of the British Council in Thailand is to promote UK Education
for Thai students at all levels. Having a fantastic experience at an early age for children
in schools and colleges in the UK has proven to be of huge benefit to those who have
experienced it.

The UK is a world-class destination for students to experience life in boarding
schools and colleges. Not only in terms of academic value, and the excellent teaching
and learning opportunities which are on offer, but also in terms of enjoying the experience
of a lifetime . Boarding schools and colleges in the UK have a similar goal which is to
bring out the best in each individual by encouraging students to engage with activities
outside the classroom such as music and sport.

Studying at a school or college in the UK, students will have plenty of
opportunity to practice their English both inside and outside the classroom, with
fellow students, new friends, and people in the community as well as their class teachers.

0On 19" October 2013, the British Council will organise a Schools and Colleges Fair.
There will be more than 20 schools and colleges coming. This is a great opportunity
for students and parents to get to know schools and colleges in the UK.

I am confident that this 2013 - 2014 version of the UK schools and colleges
guidebook will be beneficial for both parents and students who are interested in
schools and colleges in the UK. | believe it offers some essential information as well as
special insights into studying in the UK.

I would like to take this opportunity to invite you to experience the UK and its
quality education.

We are pleased to assist you if you need any more information on getting started
or to help you with preparing for the experience of studying at a UK school or college.

Us. Asd nudu, OBE
g91u29N1s USAY nuBa UszinAlne

Mr. Chris Gibson OBE
Country Director British Council Thailand
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Education UK is built on a tradition of innovation, a constant
process of evolution that challenges convention and encourages
independently minded people to learn not just what to think,
but how to think. Together, we create inspirational learning
environments.

UK schools and colleges offer you a world-class
education - the chance to follow your passion for learning
and gain qualifications that are respected by employers and
academics worldwide.

On a UK course you will benefit from excellent teaching
and facilities. In order to accept students, UK education centres
must meet strict quality standards set by the UK government
and education bodies.

When you begin your studies, you might find that UK
education methods are different to what you are used to. On a
UK course, you are likely to be given great freedom to explore
your own ideas and to be creative. You may be expected to do
your own research or work in groups with other students for
some projects.

Combining great heritage with a dynamic culture,
Education UK offers brilliant educational opportunities. It connects
the creative with the rigorous, serious with fun, and high academic
standards with qualifications that are recognised and valued
around the globe. It is career enhancing, life enhancing and an
investment for the future.

The UK is the home of many of the world's outstanding
scientists, engineers, artists, writers, thinkers and business
people and one of its most tolerant, richly varied and vibrant
societies. It's the birthplace of the English language and as a
place to live in and learn from, it's unique, uniquely valuable
and inspiring.

The UK attracts people from all over the world with
its mix of vibrant cities and gentle countryside, and a diverse
range of lifestyle and cultural attractions.

The UK is an international and multicultural country,
where visitors can experience a rich diversity of cultural
attractions and students can find it easy to settle in and
integrate. The UK is an interesting and beautiful place to live,
where students’ experience of life can be exciting and
rewarding.

The UK is an ideal base for travellers and trekkers to fly,
hop-over or drive under the English Channel to explore Europe
and its 48 countries.

Education is delivered in English and therefore students’
level of English will improve as they study.
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UK key facts

» About the UK : The United Kingdom consists of
England, Wales, Scotland (which together make up
Great Britain) and Northern Ireland.

+ Capital cities : The capital city of the UK is London,
which is also the capital of England. For Wales the capital is
Cardiff, for Scotland it is Edinburgh, and for Northern Ireland it
is Belfast.

» Population : The population of the UK is estimated to
be around 63 million (England: 53 million, Scotland: 5.3 million,
Wales: 3 million, Northern Ireland: 1.8 million).

* Land area: The UK is close to 95,000 square miles
(245,000 square kilometres), stretching from the Shetland
Islands off the north coast of Scotland, down to the Isles of
Scilly in south west England, and across the sea to Northern
Ireland.

+ Countryside : The UK's long coastline is around 5000
miles (8000 kilometres). The geography ranges from green
meadows and woodland to rugged moorland and mountains.
The highest mountain is Ben Nevis in Scotland at just over
1340 metres.

+ Heritage : The UK has a fascinating history dating
back to 6500 BC. All over the UK you'll find monuments marking
its history, from Stonehenge to Buckingham Palace. The UK
is also home to over 28 cultural and natural UNESCO World
Heritage Sites and Heritage Cities includingEdinburgh, Bath,
Canterbury, Chester, Durham, Oxford, Stratford-upon-Avon and
York.

* Economy : The UK is one of the world’s leading
business locations and the number one destination for inward
investment in Europe. The UK is one of the top ten manufacturers
in the world and has the largest industries in Europe for Life
Sciences, ICT and the Creative Industries.

» Language : English is spoken throughout the UK, but
there are other official languages too, such as Welsh, Scots
and Gaelic.

* Money : The currency of the UK is pounds sterling.

+ Religion : The main religion in the UK is Christianity.
However, the UK is a multi-faith society where other religions
are widely welcomed and accepted.

» Government : The United Kingdom is a parliamentary
democracy-this means that the government is elected by the
people. There is an election once every five years. The Prime
Minister leads the government with the support of the cabinet
and ministers. The UK is a member of theEuropean Union.

As well as the central UK government, there are three “de-
volved administrations” for Scotland,Wales and Northern
Ireland. They are responsible for many domestic policy issues
such as health, education, culture, the environment and trans-
port. You can find out more at the gov.uk website.

* The royal family : The Queen is Head of State in the
United Kingdom. As a constitutional monarch, Her Majesty
does not rule’ the country, but the royal family fulfils important
ceremonial and formal roles with respect to Government. Find
out more at www.royal.gov.uk.

« Law: There may be some differences between the
law in your country and the law in the UK. For example, in the
UK:

» You must not use or carry any illegal drugs,
Including cannabis, ecstasy, LSD or amphetamines.

» It is illegal to carry self-defence CS gas sprays,
guns or stun guns. There are also very strict laws
and penalties around carrying knives.

» You must be aged 18 or over to buy tobacco and
alcohol.

» You should never buy property that you think might
be stolen, no matter how tempting it seems.

» It is illegal to drive a car without the correct driving
licence and without car insurance. Driving under
the influence of drugs or alcohol is a serious
offence.
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Meals

Breakfast :

Breakfast in the UK can include any of thefollowing,
alone or in combination toasted bread-toast-often with jam
« cereal with milk « yogurt and fresh fruit « a full cooked
breakfast-eggs, bacon, sausages, tomatoes, toast « tea or coffee.

The midday meal :

This may be called lunch or dinner, depending where
you are and is usually a light meal. A typical lunch might consist
of one or two of the following : « soup « salad « sandwiches
« a jacket potato (a large potato baked in its skin, served with a
variety of toppings) « a hamburger and chips « a slice of pizza.
On Sundays, though, many families have a traditional “Sunday
roast” for their midday meal: a roasted joint of meat served
with potatoes and cooked vegetables.

The evening meal :

This may be called dinner, supper, or ‘tea’. (If someone
invites you to their house for a cup of tea, they mean just that.
But if they invite you to ‘come for tea’, they probably mean a
meal — especially if they invite you for 5.00 p.m. or later.) This
is the main meal of the day, and it is almost always a cooked
meal. A few popular options include :

« Beef, pork, chicken or fish (often with a sauce for

flavouring) with potatoes or rice and vegetables

- A pasta dish such as spaghetti, lasagne or tagliatelle

(with or without meat in the sauce) and salad

« Curried meat and/or vegetables served with rice.

When it comes to the evening meal, people in the UK
are taking an increasingly international approach, adopting an
ever-wider range of dishes from around the world.

What types of school
and college are there?

There are several types of schools and college, catering
for students of different ages and with different needs.
- Preparatory schools :

Between the ages of seven and 13, pupils can attend
a preparatory (prep) school. Most prep schools have both boys
and girls, but there are some that are exclusively for boys or
for girls.

« Senior schools :

Senior schools cater for students from the age of 11
or 13 to 18. Most senior schools admit pupils at 11+, though
some boys’ senior schools admit pupils at 13. Many senior
schools also admit students at 16. (Note: some schools are
called colleges in their official titles.)

- International study centres :

These centres cater for students from the age of 11
to 17. They offer a special environment for international students
for their first year in UK schools. They teach the same curriculum
as other schools, but in very small class groups. The centres
emphasise English language and academic development and
aim to introduce students to the study skills necessary for
success in UK education.

. State and independent colleges :

These colleges tend to specialise in A-levels and
foundation courses and generally cater for students from
the ages of 16 to 18. International students can attend either
independent colleges or state-supported colleges (which are
sometimes called further education colleges).

International students who are under 16 would usually
attend an independent boarding school. EU nationals and
those with the right of residence may, however, attend one of
the 32 state-maintained boarding schools in the UK. Tuition is
free but there is a charge for the boarding element. For more
information contact the State Boarding Schools’ Association at
www.sbsa.org.uk.

Students learn appropriate study skills and are trained
to use their private study time in the most efficient and effective
way - an approach also adopted in schools for their A-level
courses. Study periods are built into the weekly timetable.
These are periods when students are not receiving tuition but
when they use the time for their own research and investigation.
A range of extra-curricular sports and cultural activities will
also be available for students to participate in if they wish.
Colleges offer a more adult learning environment than schools.
While there is pastoral support, discipline is less formal and
students will be expected to behave as young adults.
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» General Certificate

of Secondary Education (GCSEs)
« International General Certificate

of Secondary Education (IGCSEs)
o A-level
» Advanced International Certificate of Education
« International Baccalaureate Diploma
» Cambridge Pre-U
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What are schools and colleges like?

Schools

The emphasis at most schools is on pupils achieving in-
dividual academic excellence. Most schools, however, believe
that a broad education should accompany these very specific
academic goals, so they offer a range of cultural and sporting
activities and encourage children to develop leadership, social
and other life skills.

Pupils are normally taught in small classes of between
15 and 25. Small groups, especially for the younger age range
of five to 13 years, mean that staff can address individual
students’ needs.

Most schools promote traditional values. Pupils are
encouraged to work hard and take pride in their work, have
good manners, consider others and grow into responsible
adults. Older pupils will be encouraged to live and work
independently, preparing them for life after they leave school.

Colleges

As well as being taught the subject matter of the
curriculum, students are encouraged to work independently,
to adopt a questioning and investigative approach to their
studies, and to appreciate the values needed for a successful
transition into adult life.

What qualifications are offered?

Qualifications

Schools and colleges offer students the opportunity to
gain qualifications in many areas of study at different ages and
at different levels.

In England, Wales and Northern Ireland the main
academic qualifications offered are :

. General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSEs)

- International General Certificate

of Secondary Education (IGCSEs)

o A-level

« Advanced International Certificate of Education

- International Baccalaureate Diploma

« Cambridge Pre-U.

GCSEs and IGCSEs are usually studied by students
when they are 14-16 years old. The other gualifications are
usually studied by students who are 16-18 years old.

The qualifications in Scotland are different from those
in the rest of the UK. Most international students at schools in
Scotland take Scottish Standard Grades at age 16 and then
Scottish Highers and Advanced Highers at 16-18. The |
nternational Baccalaureate Diploma is offered at an increasing
number of schools and colleges. Some also offer vocational
A- and AS-levels or the Cambridge Pre-U. Independent colleges
also offer foundation courses and one year courses to retake
A-levels and sometimes to prepare for English examinations.

Schools and colleges will normally also prepare
students for any additional examinations they may need for
university entry.

In addition, many schools and colleges offer a range of
vocational and career-based courses. These include the BTEC/
Edexcel First Diploma (an initial vocational qualification), the
BTEC/Edexcel National Diploma (designed for students who
are looking for education and training related to the workplace
and vocational A-levels).




FHatulsisguuaong1agyalans1¥91tuIiIns
UnmisAnuvidnasuuininisguag1lls?

IsaBuutluansigortuinsamnisaou 3 MmAcyu log
uca:TssBourzmrunduilolomaBeuvainutes udlngnalua:
udsnmABoudaId
« MAByUNQIUTUSIy Wounuengufianarliousunnu
SurganaumaBeunQlulisiibs:e:an 1 Ko
2 donKlugasdaneidounainu

« MAByunQuUllua duldouunsiAuGgadinAma
dawnes JunganaumaBeunQlullua Us:uzan
1 ddorluboununiwus

« MABYUNQSOU KAJINANadalnastiiaultiou
NSNNIAU JuKgaNaINABEUNQSOUTS:8:10a1
1 dJanKlugasdaraidouwnuninu

vo:lstugasdurngazoilsisau?

dmsugasdungnenongdou (Aauddudaunsngiau
fuduidounueneu) ua:dnsugassungainFiniansacdund
(A3udnaidousunaudiduideuunsiau) TsaBoudulhna:
Jommsua:unisguaiaunnaviiulumwawindagunasal
TSJtéaumJuH'Jm'aUmSLUnaaunéna“msmmfuziwmmL‘I

dMsUsUKgaNaIMABYUADS::AEUNI
vlsaseugsnIWanms logdnauds uniseul:lubceulu
KoJseuwuuUnd wsiWudukgn wdlniBaullasunisqua
TngriHlRLaaILNSOESILIUAINSSUEI

IsaiBuudautnaua-UnlugosnaumaiBeu KINUuNSeu
Tuausatdununautnula UnisgusIApIWNDFUNUAS
gunnasas daludtraiAinousudangouluansizoncuins
AawIsnquatin@ould lsiBouds:ansndrsinEoumng
qunasalld

.
nWnanutuzog1(s?

AlsaBouls:H dnBourldwnoAusouiudniZou
AudUtutuWnUs:1 TnsudaslsaBeuaadinuwnus:=A
KHaNuKal PYUAKHTUIAWNLYNNU

uda:tuwn:igunasaltinuagilios 1 AURWNDNAY
tudhuwn Toga:rwnliRquata:TknUgIsIKdontinEuudasns
FiwaneridunsdaounlsiBoudos

unBouds:nongdatiosonavinsounutuieusumso
HoWNSaUAUWaUBNIUIAU 6 AU UnEauldazAUDRUREIU
MvainuIdIASadanwie, diiugelndenldua:giEad
dmsuifiugesdoud msudsduRwnluanuousionaduiesaun
UnBousniragniaunudndowanuiuimiousoukoInIAU udf
oAU GosinBoutususizudoy

TogUndtnBeulshidoguindua:dkesusudau
G2yaJauLeI KSaWNSIUNUUNSEUSN 1 AumGu uennnd
UnByuani:iiaIindaudd KSausUFNGIYaINULDIBNAIY

Jhuwnaauleda:iusrudounaina:aanauend)
UnBeuraisadounas, duassAuasaulnsifusIuiuirau
UnBounudUT ULKIaNTASIBUNAENEIHSURYEITIEIE

AtunIwanisiluag1ls?

osAaLludIRdAudMSUAUEY uontkTion
aumwia suBgulseasansigonauninsiotatdnudoonrns
AdtogunIWIa:sagfosoy

dmsuomsid UnBourldsuus:muamsiiinsian
Theghaouudaly, FEua, thadundouald drsuamsnan
Ju Jm§auq:0mJLéanmmsz?uﬁuwnuwsowﬁtéuawnwsdsgéau
(1J9), danuazonmsuladsa, vainduuazualuan ugaim
oImshnuNwaLa:IiKEonuInug@uniu

TsuBudoulnoyaunsnsaisugASUUS:MUDHISIIEISE
tunscintnBouindudessus:muamsanatandolntgos nso
dgomsuwamisstnlofnu nsaundauniununiilsaiSeudn
Jusmsamistius nielu

A21UYIYIHADATUNIBITINO Y

[ssBsuuadsngnasnansuridadounangasiuniu
sInquluuzMuIngas anUulKahtiiornsgRTAtUCTIaW:
nuuIGUNISaau ua:duhlﬁjwdnL§Uuqzlﬁ§umsqv"\7uﬁ'
uaua:dnAnu:dMSUNUNIIIMS UnBaoUutnania:n
ASSSUITYUINUIAUAHSUKANGASINUIGUAUNMBISINGY L
AtgMetina:soveglumiaBeusel International Study
Centres

-
X o>y

b
W,
7RE, &
_:_‘_,,, \.

Life at a UK schools and Colleges
What is the academic year?

Schools in the UK have three terms. Each school sets its
own term dates so they can vary, but here is a general guide:

» Autumn term: September until mid-December.
The autumn half-term holiday is a week or two weeks
at the end of October

» Spring term: early January until Easter. The spring
half-term holiday is a week in February

« Summer term: after Easter until early July.
The summer half-term holiday is a week at the end
of May.

What happens during the school holidays?

For the long summer holidays (from early July until early
September), and for the Christmas holidays (from mid-December
until early January) most boarding schools close and pupils
return home to their parents or guardians. Some schools do,
however, run language courses during this period.

For the shorter half-term holidays, some schools stay
open. Typically, you won't have normal classes — it is your
holiday after alll — but you will be supervised by staff and be
able to take part in activities and events.

Most schools close at half-term. If you can't return
home, then you will need to stay with a guardian. This is a
responsible adult in the UK who can look after you. Your
boarding school can help to find a guardian.

What is the accommodation like?

At a boarding school, you live with other pupils in a
boarding house — there might be several boarding houses in
each school. Girls and boys stay in separate accommodation.

In each boarding house, there will be at least one house
parent who lives on the premises. Their job is to look after you
and care for your needs. They are probably a teacher at the
school too.

Young boarders will probably share a bedroom or
dormitory with up to six children. Each pupil has their own area
which can be personalised with photos, a lockable cupboard
and wardrobe for possessions. Sharing in this way can be great
fun — you might be tempted to stay up all night playing games
and talking with your roommates, but don't forget about your
classes the next day!

Older boarders usually have their own private bedroom,
or share a room with just one other pupil. You might also have
your own private bathroom or washing facilities.

Most boarding houses have comfortable communal
areas where you can relax, socialise and watch television with
your fellow pupils. Some have a small kitchen area too, so you
can make snacks.

What is the food like?

Good food is very important — for happiness as well as
health. UK boarding schools tend to put a lot of effort into
making their meals healthy and tasty.

For breakfast you might have a cooked breakfast, toast,
cereal, porridge or fruit. For lunch, there is likely to be a very
wide choice of excellent food, including hot meals, salads and
vegetarian dishes, interesting desserts and fresh fruit. In the
evenings, the food is likely to be just as good and plentiful, with
similar choices.

Most schools cater well for vegetarian diets. If pupils
need to eat halal or kosher food, or have any food allergies,
speak to the school to see what they offer.
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English language support

Many schools and colleges have programmes in English
as a second language. They have specially qualified teachers
to run these programme and ensure that students have the
right foundation and study skills for their academic work.
There is usually an additional charge for English language
support, though this is included in the fees for International
Study Centres.

What are the accommodation
and welfare arrangements?

Accommodation and student support at schools

In the UK about 68,000 boys and girls aged between
seven and 18 are boarders. This includes the 21,500 international
students at UK independent schools. Boarding gives students
the chance to get to know their teachers better and to take
part in non-academic activities.

Schools go out of their way to ensure that boarding
students really enjoy their experience and see their schooldays
in the UK as fun. Recent surveys of UK boarding students show
that the majority of them choose boarding for themselves and
find it a happy and fulfilling experience, giving them opportunities
they would not otherwise have enjoyed and making lifelong
friendships.

Boarding houses are supervised by a resident
housemaster or housemistress, ensuring friendly, individual
attention and providing stability, security and a sense of family.
Staff are available in the evening and at weekends, and all
facilities, including health care, will be available in the school.
Most students share their rooms, with very few schools offering
single rooms. Schools offer students a variety of options
at mealtimes, meaning that different dietary requirements can
be met.

Accommodation and student support at colleges

Some colleges offer halls of residence but most arrange
lodging accommodation with host families. In some cases, the
type of accommodation offered depends on the age of the
student. For example, over-16s may be offered the options of
staying in halls or staying with a family, while under-16s may be
placed in traditional boarding accommodation. Each student
is placed in the care of a personal tutor who is responsible for
monitoring the academic progress and welfare of the student.

Guardians for children under 16

All children under the age of 16 should have a guardian.
This should be someone resident in the UK, normally over the
age of 25, who can care for them if they are suddenly ill, or
during vacations, half terms and exeat weekend if they cannot
go home. Most schools insist that a guardian is appointed.
However, in Scotland, this is a requirement in all schools.
More information on guardianship can be obtained from the
Independent Schools Council (www.isc.co.uk).

What are the quality assurance
and registration procedures?

All schools - whether they are state or independent -
have to be registered with the government education departments
in England and Wales, or Scotland or Northern Ireland. Education
departments lay down minimum standards of facilities and
teaching and can enforce them. All schools are regularly
inspected by the Office for Standards in Education, Children’s
Services and Skills (OFSTED) or by the Independent Schools
Inspectorate. In addition, OFSTED inspects boarding faclilities to
ensure that they meet national standards.

Independent colleges can choose to join the Council
for Independent Further and Higher Education (CIFE). CIFE
colleges are inspected and accredited by the British Accredi-
tation Council for Independent Further and Higher Education
(BAC).

Since 2009, all education providers who cater for
international students must be registered as an approved
education provider by the UK Border Agency. The list of
approved education providers can be found at www.ukba.
homeoffice.gov.uk/employers/points/sponsoringmigrants/reg-
isterofsponsors/

How does a student apply?

The application procedures vary depending on the school
or college.

Schools

UK and international students usually start at a school in
September. Some schools have quite formal procedures while
others are more flexible. Applications usually need to be made
a year in advance. Some schools have open days in autumn
with interviews and entry examinations taking place in spring.
Schools will also consider applications throughout the year.
Some schools have online application processes.

Entrance exams can usually be taken in the country
in which the student currently lives - often in the local British
Council office.

Many schools encourage parents to register their interest
and an increasing number have this facility on their website. If
writing to a school, the applicants should include details of the
student’s age, nationality and religion and when the applicant
would like to start. Application should also include details of
the schools the child has attended, details of any examinations
taken and a recent school report.

Colleges

Most colleges allow applicants to apply online or by
post. Colleges will check that the entry requirements are met
and that places on the chosen course are available.
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How much does it cost?

Fees

Before you begin your studies, think carefully about the
costs and how you will finance your studies. Each school sets
its own fees. Boarding fees generally cover accommodation,
food and drink, laundry, etc. You may, however, need to pay
extra for uniforms, books, and for trips and excursions outside
of the school. Ask the school what their fees cover, and what
you will need to pay for yourself.

« For independent boarding schools, you need to pay
for tuition and boarding. The average fee for younger
pupils is just over £6,000 per term. For sixth form, it
may be more than £9,000.

- For state boarding schools, tuition is free of charge,
but you need to pay for boarding. Fees are about half
of those in the independent sector, ranging from
£2,000 to £4,000 per term.

Other costs to think about are
« Travel to the UK
« Health and travel insurance
« Pocket money for sweets, comics,
trips to the cinema, etc.

Scholarships and bursaries

Some schools and colleges offer assistance with fees
through scholarships, for which a high standard of academic,
artistic or sporting achievement is required.

Many schools also have bursaries, which are grants
from the school to help with payment of fees. These bursaries
are usually awarded after a ‘means test’ of family income.

How should | choose a school
or college?
Schools and colleges all have their own distinctive

character. There is a school or college to suit every child - but
it is important to be clear about what you are looking for.

To begin with, there are some big ques-
tions that you should answer.

« Co-education or single sex? Some schools in the UK
cater either only for boys or just for girls; while others have
both boys and girls. The decision on which is most appropriate
depends on the parent and child.

- How many pupils are full boarders? Most international
pupils stay at school during weekends, so it is important to
check how many UK pupils will be at the school at the weekend.

- How many international students and from which
countries? A few schools and colleges cater mainly for
international students, while in most schools the majority of
students are from the UK.

- Starting age? The age at which the child will come
to the UK will determine whether you should be looking for a
preparatory school, a senior school, or a sixth form college.
Schools will not normally admit pupils in years 11 and 13 as
these are mid-way through the public examination periods.

« Finance? It is important to set a realistic budget and
then to keep to it.

Then there are some more specific
factors to consider

« Location - some schools and colleges are in, or very
near, a major city; others are in the countryside (though, as the
UK is quite small, almost all schools are within two hours of a
major city by train).

« Sport and recreation - different schools and colleges
play different sports (e.g. some play football and some play
rugby); and some schools have a reputation for excellence in a
particular sport.

- Music and the arts - some schools and colleges
provide a specialist education in music or the arts.

« Curriculum - for example, some schools offer A-levels
and while others offer the International Baccalaureate Diploma
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Address : 17 Station Road, Cambridge CB1 2JB
Region : Central England

School information

Abbey College Cambridge is a thriving, independent A Level
(sixth form) college located in the lovely city of Cambridge. Abbey
Cambridge can accurately be described as a specialist A Level college.
Since our foundation in 1994, an outstanding record of success has
been achieved. This has been demonstrated both in terms of the A
Level results of our students and in the success of these students in
entering the most competitive degree courses and high ranking
universities.

As an example, in the period 2007-9, 30 Abbey Cambridge
students entered the universities of Oxford and Cambridge. The student
body consists of 230 individuals (Spring 2010), 85 per cent of whom
come from overseas. We are, therefore, a thoroughly British college
with a very international student base. Our overseas and UK students
come to us because we get results. This virtuous circle of achievement
makes for a remarkably successful educational institution.

Abbey Cambridge boasts 28 teaching rooms, six of which are
high-specification science laboratories. Facilities include interactive
whiteboards and internet connected projectors. In an environment of
this type the ethos is necessarily challenging in an academic sense.
Students are treated as young adults and are expected to adopt a
mature, engaged and responsible attitude towards their academic
studies. “Be ambitious!” This phrase sums up what Abbey is about.
Our students are ambitious and our teachers are ambitious for their
students. Our success highlights the astounding level of ambition at
Abbey Cambridge. We provide an environment in which we support,

Website : www.abbeycambridge.co.uk
Telephone number : +44 1223 57828 0
Fax number : +44 1223 51942 5

E-mail address : steve.cook@abbeydld.co.uk

encourage and direct our students to aim for the very best they can
possibly achieve. This might be entry into medical school for example,
or entry into a top 10 university, including Oxford and Cambridge. This
top levelis our, and our students’, main objective. Abbey College Cambridge
offers programmes for: GCSE, A Level, International Foundation, Academic
English and IELTS

AndBsudanIABeu (ddafagada) - 5,734-7,645 Joud
Us:inngodalsaBou : drAnu UssinngasnwnlulsaSeu : [U-nau
¥2301990IUNISYU : 16-19 T

u§msz-hn§uﬁm§uuh’ﬁa.m'lsn‘lsquati'lquu wWu 9In1suwei1aq Jrunanumsuadtiu) - N/A
daunu/dransruddunutudszinalne : ISCU (Thailand) Company Limited

13/1 Le Premier 1, Sukhumvit Soi 23, Klongtoey-Nua, Vadhana, Bangkok 10110

Tel: +66 (0)2 261 1266 Fax: +66 (0)2 261 1267 Email: info@iscu.co.th
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Tuition fees/term (min.-max.) : GBP 5,734 - 7,645
Type of school : Co-ed School residential type : Day
Age range : 16-19 years

Special needs catered for (i.e. Allegies, Partial Sight) : N/A

Agent/representative office contact in Thailand (optional) : ISCU (Thailand) Company Limited
13/1 Le Premier 1, Sukhumvit Soi 23, Klongtoey-Nua, Vadhana, Bangkok 10110

Tel: +66 (0)2 261 1266 Fax: +66 (0)2 261 1267 Email: info@iscu.co.th

®
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Independent day and boarding school for girls aged 3 to 18

Badminton School
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Bulgd : www.badmintonschool.co.uk
TnsAwn : +44 117 905 5271

Insans : +44 117 962 3049

dwa : admissions@badmintonschool.co.uk
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Address : Westbury-on-Trym, Bristol BS9 3BA
Region : South West England

School information

Badminton is a thriving day and boarding school for girls
aged 3-18, which has remained at the forefront of British girls’ education
for well over 150 years. We are enormously proud of our heritage
and traditions, but are certainly not constrained by them.

The School’s location in Westbury-on-Trym in Bristol, provides
all the amenities and opportunities of a diverse City, mixed with
the green open space of Westbury-on-Trym and the surrounding areas.
The size of the campus and community gives a homely and vibrant feel
to the School. This, coupled with our excellent pastoral care, leaves
no scope for anonymity, but rather lends itself to strong mutually
supportive relationships between girls as well as between girls
and staff.

Whilst the school retains a nationally outstanding academic
record, its focus continues to be on nurturing the girls’ natural curiosity
and fuelling their passion for learning. Therefore, we select girls
on their personal strengths and all round ability, as well as their
academic potential.

Website : www.badmintonschool.co.uk

Telephone number : +44 117 905 5271

Fax number : +44 117 962 3049

E-mail address : admissions@badmintonschool.co.uk

It is a characteristic of Badminton girls that they are thoughtful
individuals, able to evaluate information and decide for themselves.
This approach extends beyond their studies and into the day to day
life of the School, where girls are given a wide range of opportunities
to grow, develop and express themselves in an enormous range
of activities.

The Badminton community gives girls a chance to develop
an understanding of the viewpoints of others and to think about
contributing to the world around them. Girls leave Badminton ready to
face the changing and challenging wider world and, when they do,
they take with them a strong network of lifelong friends developed
through a wealth of shared experiences.

The best way to understand the School and to enjoy its
atmosphere is to come and visit. Please do get in touch and we will
look forward to welcoming you and your daughter.
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Tuition fees/term (min.-max.) : Boarding from £7,080 - £10,690
Type of school : Girls School residential type : Full boarding
Age range : Day: 3-18 years, Boarding: 9-18 years

Special needs catered for (i.e. Allegies, Partial Sight) : -
Agent/representative office contact in Thailand (optional) : -
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BellerbysCollege

PREPARATION FOR UNIVERSITY EDUCATION

Bellerbys College

e 3l
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5uTad : www.bellerbys.com

InsfAwn : +44 1273 339 300

Insans : +44 1273 339 401

dwa : gsumonphandh@studygroup.com
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Address : 1 Billinton Way, Brighton BN1 4LF United Kingdom
Region : South East England

School information

Founded in Brighton in 1959, Bellerbys College is internationally
renowned as the most experienced international college in the UK for
preparing international students for university entry. In 2012, 50% of
A Level students graduated to the top 15 UK universities, and 76% of
Foundation students graduated to the top 50 universities.

In addition, out of a total 2,179 schools listed, Bellerbys Brighton
was ranked an impressive 29th out of all secondary schools in England
by the Financial Times for A level results, and Bellerbys Cambridge held
its position at 47th, ahead of many prestigious and well known schools.

Bellerbys has unrivalled expertise in preparing students for
entry to the most competitive UK universities. Students can join the
Oxbridge preparation group or the Medical School preparation group
which provides, amongst other advantages, internships at local UK
hospitals which is a requirement for entry to medical school in the UK.

Bellerbys has a long history of helping Thai students acheive
their dreams with students from Thailand entering Cambridge University,
London School of Economics, and Medicine at Bristol University.
Students with Bellerbys are accommodated in comfortable student
residences or with local families arranged by the college. Alongside
their studies, there is a wide range of extra-curricular activitoes available.

Website : www.bellerbys.com

Telephone number : 44 1273 339 300
Fax number : 44 1273 339 401

E-mail : gsumonphandh@studygroup.com

Location :
4 campuses in Brighton,Cambridge, London and Oxford
Course :
English Language Preparation Programme, GCSE, A Level, Foundation,
Diploma and Pre-Master
Key Advantages :

» The single largest provider of international students
for universities and institutes of higher education in the UK
Over 800 students placed each year into UK universities
Guaranteed entry to one of 50 UK universities for
foundation students
Fast and flexible admission process
Expert teachers and small class sizes to enable
students to achieve outstanding results.
A level scholarships of up to 60% of the tuition fees
available, and also foundation bursaries
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Tuition fees/term (min.-max.) : GBP 4,610 - 6,280
Type of school : Co-ed School residential type : Full boarding

Age range : 14 - 25 years Special needs catered for (i.e. Allegies, Partial Sight) : -
Agent/representative office contact in Thailand (optional) : Ms.Gledpet Sumonphandh

12th FI. Park Ventures, 57 Wireless Rd., Lumpini, Pathumwan, Bangkok, 10330
Tel : +66 02 624 0806
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Bethany School
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15ulgd : www.bethanyschool.org.uk
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Address : Curtisden Green Goudhurst Cranbrook Kent TN17 1LB
Region : South East England

School information

Bethany enjoys a reputation as a friendly and happy community.
It is a strong, thriving school and the Head firmly believes that school
should be enjoyed rather than endured. It is this atmosphere of
positive nurturing and encouragement which makes Bethany
‘refreshingly different’. “We have been very happy with Bethany
as it allows people to be individuals and guides them with a soft hand
in the right direction; their flexibility is their key to success.” Parent
Bethany combines a beautiful rural location with easy accessibility.
London is less than one hour by train and Gatwick Airport one hour
by taxi. It offers a broad range of subjects taught in modern classrooms
with specialist facilities and small class sizes. The campus is served
by a wireless network, from 2013 all Year 7 students will have an iPad
to enhance learning, and from Year 8 all students have their own laptop
as much of the curriculum is delivered through ICT. Over 94% of our
sixth-form leavers progress on to university courses, leaving Bethany
with a mature self-confidence and clear direction. Our learning support
department enjoys an international reputation for its success in giving
specialist help to dyslexic students within our mainstream school.

Website : www.bethanyschool.org.uk
Telephone number : 19 44 (0) 1580 211273
Fax number : 19 44 (0) 1580 211151

E-mail : registrar@bethanyschool.org.uk

Beyond the curriculum

We believe activities outside the classroom are very important
in developing students’ personalities. Everyone takes part in sport
at least three times a week, as well as in activities sessions three
afternoons a week. There is a choice of around 25 activities each day
including horse riding, chef school, archery, symphony orchestra to
name a few. Many students join us to take advantage of our renowned
‘mini art college’, choosing to study art, textiles and photography
at A-level.

Boarding life

Every student becomes part of their own boarding house family
which is home to around 25 boarders. There is a full and varied
programme of weekend activities and visits for all boarders. In the
upper sixth, students board in the purpose-built sixth-form centre
and have individual study-bedrooms with en-suite facilities. The
community at Bethany is enriched by the presence of 30-40 students
from around the world.
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Tuition fees/term (min.-max.) : GBP 5,310-9,327

Type of school : Co-ed School residential type : Full boarding

Age range : 11-18 years

Special needs catered for (i.e. Allegies, Partial Sight) : Dyslexia support
Agent/representative office contact in Thailand (optional) : -
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BROOKE HOUSE COLLEGE
ENGLAND

Brooke House College

h’atj : 12, Leicester Road Market Harborough
Leicestershire LE16 7AU
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Address : 12, Leicester Road Market Harborough
Leicestershire LE16 7AU
Region : East Midlands

School information

Brooke House is an independent, co-educational boarding
college. Academic demands are high and the work exacting but the
atmosphere is pleasant and informal, preparing students for both the
responsibilities and freedoms of university and adult life. Situated in the
small, historic and typically English town of Market Harborough, Brooke
House College specialises in preparing students from all over the world
for entry to university in UK. A staff to student ratio of 5:1 fosters close
academic and pastoral supervision and its small size - 220 students -
promotes a real family atmosphere. Students leave Brooke House for
some of Britain's best universities, equipped with the skills and maturity
which will serve them through until completion of their degree studies.

A-level and GCSE

Tuition is in small groups with an average of eight students in a
class. A wide range of A-levels is offered as part of both two-year and
five-term courses. One year and two year GCSE courses are provided
in up to eight subjects. Private study takes place under supervision to
enable students to gain maximum benefit from their courses. Progress
is also monitored regularly by interviews with senior staff and personal
tutors and reports to parents every half term.

University Foundation Programme
The college offers a one-year University Foundation Course in
five disciplines: Business, Law, Engineering, Art and Architecture.

Website : www.brookehouse.com
Telephone number : 44 (0)1858 462452
Fax number : 44 (0)1858 462487

E-mail : enquiries@brookehouse.com

Football Academy

The Brooke House College Football Academy, which opened in
2008, caters for 45 excellent footballers from around the world. Football
Academy students train every morning and fulfil and academic timetable
in the afternoons. Students take part in competitive fixtures every week
and the best are sent to train with professional English clubs.

Enrichment Activities

The College caters for a wide range of recreational interests
through enrichment activities and clubs. A variety of sports is offered:
swimming, gym, horse riding, badminton, netball, volleyball, rugby and
there is a college football team and basketball team. Students may
opt to take part in the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme at Bronze,
Silverand Gold level.

Academic Success

Brooke House students proceed to Higher Education in the UK
and in the USA. In 2008 10% of A-level students gained places at
Oxbridge. Students go on to study in a wide variety of fields-medicine,
law, architecture, business, economics, accounting, computer science,
psychology and many more. In recent years,

N 2011: 48% of all A-level grades were A or A*. 65% of all
A-level grades were A* - B
www.brookeshouse.com/summerschool
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Tuition fees/term (min.-max.) : GBP 8,525

Type of school : Co-ed School residential type : Full boarding
Age range : 14 - 20 years

Special needs catered for (i.e. Allegies, Partial Sight) : -
Agent/representative office contact in Thailand (optional) : -

53]
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D’OVERBROECK’S COLLEGE

d’Overbroeck’s College Oxford

h’atj : The Swan Building 111 Banbury Road Oxford OX2 6JX
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D'OVERBRDECK'S [

B5ulge : www.doverbroecks.com
InsAwn : +44 (0)1865 310 000
Insais : +44 (0)1865 552 296
dwa : mail@doverbroecks.com
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Address : The Swan Building 111 Banbury Road Oxford OX2 6JX
Region : South East England

School information

d'Overbroeck’s College is a leading UK co-educational
private day and boarding school located near the centre of Oxford.
We offer A levels in our Sixth Form, a one year GCSE programme at
our International Study Centre (ISC), and Summer English courses
in July and August.

» IGCSE courses at our international study centre.

This is based in the very heart of Oxford and received an outstanding
8 points of excellence in its last British Council inspection. It is one of
the very top study centres in the UK. Students study 7 to 10 IGCSEs
as well as benefitting from a superb programme of sports, activities,
visits and an excellent enrichment and cultural programme. Students
are supported closely and parents are kept well informed of their son
or daughter’s progress. Excellent teaching in classes of no more than
12. After IGCEs students stay with us for A levels or go on to other top
British schools. One or two year courses. Age 14+.

» Alevel courses. 250 students mainly from the UK. Classes
are small (maximum of 10) with highly interactive and motivating
teaching designed to help students achieve the best grades but also
develop critical thinking skills which are vital for university success.
Each student has a Director of Studies to monitor their progress and
provide guidance including one to one advice on the university
application process .Specialist programmes for students wanting to
apply for Oxford and Cambridge universities, for Law or Medicine or to
study in the USA. Excellent results leading to the very best universities
in the UK such as the London School of Economics, UCL or Oxford.

Website : www.doverbroecks.com
Telephone number : 0044 (0)1865 310 000
Fax number : 0044 (0)1865 552 296
E-mail : mail@doverbroecks.com

Two year courses. September start.

» Short English courses (July and August). \Very effective
English programmes. Students learn in context by applying their lan-
guage to a theme and take part in a very full programme of workshops,
activities, visits as well as their classes.

Oxford is a safe and stimulating student city ; one hour from
London and the airport. We welcome several students from Thailand
each year including Government or Bank of Thailand scholars; we
would be happy to put you in contact
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Tuition fees/term (min.-max.) : £6,420 - £8,140 plus accommodation £2,000 - £3,285

Type of school : Co-ed School residential type : Weekly/flexible boarding
Age range : 14 - 19 years

Special needs catered for (i.e. Allegies, Partial Sight) : For information on our policies and disability inclusion
please visit: www.doverbroecks.com/policies.php The College is also able to cater for special diets and allergies

Agent/representative office contact in Thailand (optional) : -

o
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Dragon School

: Dragon School, Bardwell Road, Oxford, OX2 6SS
1A : Oxfordshire
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15ulgd : www.dragonschool.org
Insfiwn : +44 (0)1865 315405
Insais : +44 (0)1865 311664

dWa : enquiries@dragonschool.org
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Address : Dragon School, Bardwell Road, Oxford, OX2 6SS
Region : Oxfordshire

School information

Located with fast connections to London by road and rail,
the Dragon is a boarding and day school in Oxford for boys and girls
from 4 to 13 years. Situated just north of the historic centre of the
famous University City, the school enjoys a pleasant green setting by
the banks of the River Cherwell. The Dragon’s outstanding, all-round
education encourages enquiry, confidence and zest for life and former
pupils are successful in many professions and careers. The Dragon’s
imaginative academic curriculum is enlarged with extensive programmes
of sport, music and activities. The school is also well-known for teaching
philanthropy and encouraging pupils to understand the world around
them. Children of wide ability excel at the Dragon, the leavers of 2013
achieved 100% pass at Common Entrance and 48 scholarships and
awards to excellent senior schools. Dragon pupils go on to a wide
range of the country’s best known independent schools, frequent
destinations include Winchester, Eton, Marlborough, Rugby, Radley,
Stowe, Wellington, Cheltenham College and Cheltenham Ladies.

Website : www.dragonschool.org
Telephone number : +44 (0)1865 315405
Fax number : +44 (0)1865 311664

E-mail : enquiries@dragonschool.org

Family-style boarding with resident House Parents for children
from age 8 is at the heart of the school. While the majority of boarders
at the school are British, the Dragon welcomes international boarders
from all over the world. With excellent pastoral arrangements, easy
communication with home and taxi travel organized to airports, the
Dragon is well-used to looking after younger boarders from overseas.
Prospective international boarders will be assessed in the same way
as all Dragon pupils but will need to demonstrate sufficient ability in
English language to be able to cope with classes.
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Tuition fees/term (min.-max.) : « Boarding (8-13) - £8,630 = Day (8-13) - £5,990 « Pre-prep Year 3 - £4,340

* Pre-prep Year 2 and Year 1 - £3,810 ¢ Pre-prep Reception - £3,320 These fees include all curriculum and compulsory activities.
Type of school : Co-ed School residential type : Full boarding and day Age range : 4-13 years

Special needs catered for (i.e. Allegies, Partial Sight) : \We offer learning support on a withdrawal basis up to two lessons a week.
Children are taught in the Learning Support department by dyslexic trained teachers. Maths and Literacy support is offered.

Children with mild Speech and Language difficulties have lessons with our Speech and Language Therapist.
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WSS International Academy

| Private High Schools
for students 14 to 19

EF Academy - International Boarding Schools
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Address : Oxford : Pullens Lane Headington Oxford OX3 ODT
Torbay : EF House, Castle Road, Torquay, Devon TQ1 3BG
Region : Oxford - South East England
Torquay - South West England

School information

EF Academy specialises in preparing students for higher
education and supports them during the entire process. Here's why
we're so successful. We offer International GCSE, A-level, IB Diploma
and High School Preparation Programmes.

Stellar results and student achievements:

EF Academy students have excellent results. Over 90% of
our graduates attend their first choice university, and they have
consistently high exam scores. Through rigorous preparation, close
guidance and high quality instruction, we have helped our students
achieve their highest academic goals.

Customised curriculum:

We tailor every study programme to ensure that our students
meet the English language and academic requirements of universities.
We insist on small class sizes so that the students benefit from both
group interaction and individualised attention from our teachers,
meaning you make progress every day. EF Academy becomes
students’ educational partner, helping the students fulfill enrolment
requirements, choose the right university and successfully complete
the application process.

Website : www.ef.co.th/ia

Telephone number : +4 4 (0)1803 20293 2
Fax number : +44 (0)1865 759 6 67

E-mail : IAThailand@ef.com

World-class faculty and University placement result:

All courses are taught by certified, talented instructors who
have significant experience working with international students.
Last year EF Academy students achieved a 94% pass rate in A-level
examinations, and the number of A grades our students received is
5 times the UK national average. EF Academy has a 100% success rate
in placing students at outstanding, top rated universities in the
United Kingdom including Oxford, Cambridge, LSE and Durham and
other premier locations around the world.
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Tuition fees/term (min.-max.) : GBP 5,750-8,300

Type of school : Co-ed School residential type : Dormitory or Host Family
Age range : 14-19 years

Special needs catered for (i.e. Allegies, Partial Sight) : N/A

Agent/representative office contact in Thailand (optional) : EF Education First

Emporium Tower 25th Floor 622 Sukhumvit Road Kongtong, Klongtoey Bangkok 10110 Thailand

Tel: +66 (2) 664 9767 Email : IAThailand@ef.com
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Bulyd : www.gowercollegeswansea.ac.uk
InsAwn : +44 (0)1792 284007

Insans : +44 (0)1792 284074

9wa : international@gowercollegeswansea.ac.uk

uoNMNUNUANUUGIT0ETAANSSUNMIGIUFIAL Uas
Sevusssuthdiseunsouuds=ainnt souldtunauiwiuadis
Aal:uguldnue RgRauladunAnKBndoe

r.jﬁ'aJn:gUau@uunas’aﬁtéuiwﬁouﬁumau 2:[45Uans
WIRasAEYUIWBLNSyUAIS:o=1a1 6 FUmKlosludosdum
Woloy lngnasalnsuuditaisBunaliidounsng Ay
NnMsias:auidod 2012 nBsuanitu Gower College
Swansea (U A level ©1J 97% laglds:au A*-C ©J 79% ua:
s:0U A-B 13 57% ua:lutideanuuniseuyal Gower College
Swansea d0UUUAN83IIFIWS=AU 3 N1 98% Lasdoucuany
a1J9 3NN 60%

uan’nnﬁmJamUuﬁJmmﬁuﬁaqauaﬂntéauﬁ’aums
AnulU wasladnAnuncdenum3nendsduin daubod 2012 i
thuw dnBeugessilddnAnundenuriinende Cambridge
uas Oxfo[d fJ 6 AU L@=dDUTINUKZINENALNIINISLWNEDN 18 AU
uonNNUIDGNANKdedunuas Aal: ua:msazAsh
umdngiaslundo Russell Group Universities 3nn3i 150 Au

Gower College Swansea laSunu&auuayunnnisiuia
wastuannUuRtamu:ANu@etionndrtniuasraudntbos
UHIans13otuins (UKBA Highly Trusted Status) tus=augy
vINAEO

Address : Tycoch, Swansea, SA2 9EB
Region : Wales

School information

Gower College Swansea is in Swansea which is known as
Wales’ City by the Sea, with its award winning beaches and stunning
countryside. It is just three hours from London and one hour from
Cardiff with its International Airport.

It is a friendly, safe environment in which to study. Swansea
boasts excellent sporting facilities including the Wales National Pool
and the Liberty Stadium, which is home to Barclays Premier League
Club Swansea City FC.

Gower College Swansea has a dedicated International Team
who provides support and advice to students throughout their time at
the college.

We have a comprehensive selection of Homestay options for
students with caring and friendly families who are vetted and checked
annually and who are very experienced in meeting the needs of
international students. Homestay families taking students aged under
18 are CRB (Criminal Records Bureau) checked.

Gower College Swansea offers a wide range of internationally
recognised qualifications, including an A level programme of almost 50
subjects and university foundation programmes.

Please visit our website to see all the courses available:
http://www.gowercollegeswansea.ac.uk/International/Courses

A comprehensive programme of social and cultural activities
is arranged annually and students can also participate in a wide range
of sporting and creative arts academies.

Website : www.gowercollegeswansea.ac.uk
Telephone number : +44 (0)1792 284007

Fax number : +44 (0)1792 284074

E-mail : international@gowercollegeswansea.ac.uk

All students who enrol for a course starting in September will
be entitled to a 6 week intensive Preparatory course at no extra cost.
This course starts in mid-July.

In 2012 Gower College Swansea celebrated an outstanding
97% pass rate at A level, 79% were at the higher grades of A*-C and
57% at grades A-B.

In 2012 Gower College Swansea students achieved 98%
pass rates within level 3 vocational routes, with 60% of students
achieving distinctions.

Gower College Swansea has an excellent track record of
student progression to the best Universities. In 2012, six of our
students progressed to study at the prestigious universities of
Cambridge and Oxford, and eighteen progressed to Medical Schools.
A further 150 students progressed to other Russell Group Universities
as well as to Music, Art and Drama Academies.

Gower College Swansea is a Government Funded College
and has UKBA Highly Trusted Status.
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Tuition fees/term (min.-max.) : £4,995-£6,495 PER YEAR
Type of school : Co-ed School residential type : Day
Age range : 16 and above

Special needs catered for (i.e. Allegies, Partial Sight) : The College provides specialist support for students with additional learning needs or disabilities.
Students who have a disability which they feel will require additional support either at college or outside college can discuss this with our disability officer who will
arrange appropriate support. Any additional costs associated with the support needs will be added to course fees and/or accommodation fees.

Agent/representative office contact in Thailand (optional) : N/A
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Bulyd : www.mpw.co.uk
InsAwn : +44 1223 35015 8
Insans : +44 1223 36642 9
dwa : james.burnett@mpw.co.uk
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Address : 3-4 Brookside, Cambridge , CB2 1JE
Region : Central England

School information

MPW Cambridge, established in 1987, is a co-educational
GCSE and A level college accepting up to 170 students each year. The
college is situated in spacious and attractive premises a few minutes’
walk from the centre of Cambridge.

No student is accepted without attending an interview, the
initial purpose of which is to provide parents and students with the
best educational advice. If we feel that it is appropriate to offer a place
at MPW, every effort is made during the interview to identify the right
programme and options, often by means of detailed discussions with
individual subject tutors. Once a student is accepted at MPW, our aim is
to provide the most effective possible preparation for the specific
exams that he or she will be taking. Our method is based on intensive
tuition in small groups, close personal monitoring of academic progress
and regular examination practice. We insist on strict punctuality in the
attendance of lessons and the submission of homework, but are
otherwise free of many of the school rules which today’s students find
restrictive.

Website : www.mpw.co.uk

Telephone number : +44 1223 35015 8
Fax number : +44 1223 36642 9
E-mail : james.burnett@mpw.co.uk

Our reputation is based on having created a college in which
students can enjoy working hard. The environment is friendly and
informal, the tutors experienced and enthusiastic and the atmosphere
positive and conducive to success. Supervision of progress MPW is
well known to its friendly and supportive personal tutor system. Each
student is assigned to a personal tutor, whose role is to supervise the
academic progress, university applications and general welfare of a
small group of students. Personal tutors keep in frequent contact with
subject tutors and parents, and are able to devote much of their time
to helping and encouraging the students under their care.

Regular, individual meetings are held to discuss progress in
class, homework, test results, UCAS applications and reports. Written
reports from the subject tutors and a covering report from the personal
tutor are sent to parents twice in the Autumn and once in the Spring
and Summer terms. Parents’ evenings are held in the Autumn and
Spring terms.
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Tuition fees/term (min.-max.) : GBP 6,334-7,000

Type of school : Co-ed School residential type : Day

Age range : 16-19 years

Special needs catered for (i.e. Allegies, Partial Sight) : N/A

Agent/representative office contact in Thailand (optional) : ISCU (Thailand) Company Limited
13/1 Le Premier 1, Sukhumvit Soi 23, Klongtoey-Nua, Vadhana, Bangkok 10110

Tel: +66 (0)2 261 1266 Fax: +66 (0)2 261 1267 Email: info@iscu.co.th
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Bulyad : www.oswestryschool.org.uk
InsfAwn : +44 (0)1691 655711
Insaas : +44 (0)1691 662726

dWa : admissions@oswestryschool.org.uk

Sixth Form
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Address : Upper Brook Street, Oswestry, Shropshire SY 11 2TL
Region : West Midlands/Wales/NW England

School information

Founded in 1407, Oswestry is one of England’s oldest schools and
stands on the edge of an attractive market town surrounded by some of the
most beautiful countryside in Britain. It is within this environment that pupils follow
the School's motto: “We learn not for school but for life”. “A small, traditional
British school..with a personal approach. Family values and a close-knit community
breeds confidence and stability for all the pupils... a home away from home.”
Good Schools Guide

An all-round education

The School does not focus on any one particular discipline-whether it
be academic, sports, drama or music — but encourages pupils, to make the most
of their abilities with the help and support of an excellent team of staff. The size
of the School helps us achieve our ethos. We are large enough to grant our
pupils a feeling of independence and to house many superb facilities, but small
enough for each pupil to be well known and make a significant contribution.
A combination of the School's size and an impressive teacher/student ratio allows
us to give a high level of individual care and attention, and to monitor and
motivate pupils as they make academic and personal progress. We are extremely
proud of the excellent academic results achieved given our non-selective
admission process. Students are taught in small groups by highly qualified and
experienced staff.
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Website : www.oswestryschool.org.uk
Telephone number : +44 (0)1691 655711
Fax number : +44 (0)1691 662726
E-mail : admissions@oswestryschool.org.uk

Sixth Form

With purpose-designed boarding houses and a study centre, the Sixth
Form is regarded as an essential preparation and transition between school and
university or the world of work. Sixth Form lessons are delivered in small groups
allowing intensive support. Pupils enjoy enormous success with their university
applications and most go on to their first choice university. Destinations include
Oxford, Cambridge, Durham, Warwick, London School of Economics, University
College London, Manchester, Leeds, Bristol and other top universities in the UK
and elsewhere and guidance on university applications is provided.

Boarding life

Pupils live in comfortable boarding houses and are cared for by attentive
and dedicated house staff. Good telephone and wireless access make it easy for
pupils to stay in touch with home. The School provides three hot meals a day and
the whole school eats together in the school dining room; food is served as a
buffet selection and includes fresh vegetables, fruit and desserts. There is plenty
of choice, so all diets are catered for. All staff are trained in first aid. A wide
range of weekend activities is arranged for the boarding pupils by
members of the teaching staff.
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Tuition fees/term (min.-max.) : £4,210 - £8,750 per term
Type of school : Co-ed School residential type : Boarding and Day School
Age range : 4-18 years

Special needs catered for (i.e. Allegies, Partial Sight) : Allergies, Partial Sight/Hearing, Dyslexia

Agent/representative office contact in Thailand (optional) : N/A
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The Royal School Wolverhampton
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The Royal School

15ulgd : www.theroyalschool.co.uk
InsAwn : +44 1902341230

Insais :

awa : mo@royal.wolverhampton.sch.uk
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Address : Penn Road Wolverhampton West Midlands WV3 OEG UK
Region : West Midlands

School information

Situated in the heart of England in 25 acres of land comprising
five boarding houses, a swimming pool complex, all-weather pitch,
tennis courts, modern Sixth Form centre, theatre, music studios, and

well-resourced classrooms. Located in a leafy suburb of Wolverhampton,

The Royal is conveniently situated between countryside and the UK's

second largest city, Birmingham. Being in close proximity to the historic
towns of Shrewsbury, Warwick and Stratford upon Avon, students have
ample opportunity to experience the rich contrasts of British life.

The Royal is a small, cohesive community with a friendly
atmosphere for both day students and boarders alike. Our strong
academic tradition is based upon individual attention and encouragement
as well as excellent pastoral care based upon respect, tolerance and
understanding of others.

Website : www.theroyalschool.co.uk
Telephone number : +44 (0) 1902 341 230
Fax number :

E-mail : mo@royal.wolverhampton.sch.uk

Small class sizes mean students can achieve both their full
academic potential and, due to our wide range of extra-curricular
activities, develop character and leadership qualities. We prepare
students for Oxbridge and other top universities around the world
whilst also catering to Students of all abilities. The School regularly
achieves high standards in both A-Level and GCSE results, particularly
in mathematics and the arts.

We combine traditional values with a modern, global outlook
and a “real-world” attitude. To us education is about developing the
whole individual.
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Tuition fees/term (min.-max.) : full board £6,260-8,755

Type of school : Co-ed School residential type : Full boarding
Age range : 10-18 years

Special needs catered for (i.e. Allegies, Partial Sight) : -
Agent/representative office contact in Thailand (optional) : -
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TAUNTON
SCHOOL

Offering more

Taunton School
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Address : Staplegrove Road Taunton Somerset TA2 6AD
Region : South West England

School information

Taunton School is a traditional co-educational boarding and day
school for pupils aged 2—-18 years. The School is located on a beautiful
and safe campus on the edge of Taunton town and has excellent road
and rail links with London. Taunton School was founded in 1847 and
the beautiful old buildings are complemented by modern facilities
including two swimming pools, a fitness suite, a modern theatre,

a music school, a spacious library, well-equipped art studios and latest
IT suites. Taunton School is a lively, international community leading
the way in independent education. Pupils leaving Taunton School go
on to top universities including Oxbridge. We offer the very successful
IB Diploma alongside our A level programme.

Taunton School comprises of Taunton School Preparatory,
Taunton School, Taunton School International, which all share the same
spacious campus; whilst Taunton School International Middle School is
located in The Grange, a beautiful, traditional Manor House close to
Taunton School.

Website : www.tauntonschool.co.uk
Telephone number : 44 (0)1823 703200
Fax number : 44 (0)1823 703233

E-mail : admissions@tauntonschool.co.uk

Taunton School International was established by Taunton
School in 1996 to provide an intensive preparation for international
students wishing to complete their education in a British school. Our
One Year GCSE / Pre-IB Programme offers 24 examinable subjects and
is an excellent preparation for students before they begin their A level
studies or the IB Diploma at Taunton School or elsewhere.

At the International Middle School, pupils aged 8-14 are
provided with an intensive education in the English Language alongside
core subjects such as Mathematics, Science, ICT, Art, Humanities,
Drama, Music and Physical Education. This is a “stepping stone” course
providing students with the necessary academic and social skills to
make the transition smoothly into a British Preparatory or Secondary
school.
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Tuition fees/term (min.-max.) : Up to £10,750 per term

Type of school : Co-ed School residential type : Full boarding
Age range : 7-18 years

Special needs catered for (i.e. Allegies, Partial Sight) : -
Agent/representative office contact in Thailand (optional) : -
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WINDERMERE

SCHOOL

Windermere School
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Bulgd : www.windermereschool.co.uk
InsAwn : +44 (0) 15394 46164

Insans : +44 (0) 15394 88414

dwa : admissions@windermereschool.co.uk
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Address : Patterdale Road Windermere The Lake District LA23 TNW
Region : Northern England

School information

Windermere School is a co-educational independent boarding
school for 2 to 18 year olds. The school has a woodland campus,
spacious classrooms, science labs, sports facilities and a lakeside
boathouse. Manchester and Liverpool International Airports are just
90 minutes by our school bus. From age 11 to 16, the Senior School
specialises in the GCSE and IGCSE curriculum, followed by the Sixth
Form for ages 16 to 18 offering the academically challenging International
Baccalaureate Diploma and A-levels. The school comprises 70%
British students, and 30% international students; producing strong
candidates for worldwide universities. Recent graduates have been
offered places at Oxford, Cambridge, and Imperial College in London.
Each student has a personal tutor to meet with every day to continually
assess and monitor academic progress. Classes are small, with
options for extra English language tuition and individual support from
English language specialists. International students are warmly
welcomed for entrance in Years 3 to Year 12. The usual entry is in
September, however, some students may be admitted mid-year.

The school favours an inclusive rather than exclusive policy of
admissions, and looks at how each child can use their particular talents
to excel.

Website : www.windermereschool.co.uk
Telephone number : 44 (0) 15394 46164
Fax number : 44 (0) 15394 88414

E-mail : admissions@windermereschool.co.uk

International applicants are requested to complete assessment
papers in English Language and Maths to assess the level of support
required. Scholarships are awarded for outstanding achievement
in Academics, Drama, Music, and Sport.

Windermere Summer School is an all-inclusive, residential
English language course for students aged 11 to 17 years, providing
20 hours of English teaching weekly. All teachers are TEFL qualified.
Class sizes are no larger than 12 students per class. There are 3 courses
over the summer, covering seven-and-a-half-weeks. Most students
attend one course, some attending all weeks and others pick their own
dates. There is a wide range of social, cultural and sporting activities,
but at its core is a carefully planned programme of intensive English
tuition. We have a range of activities offered including Sailing, Kayaking,
Arts and Crafts, Caving, Tennis, Fencing and Cultural visits.
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Tuition fees/term (min.-max.) : £8,760-£9,660

Type of school : Co-ed School residential type : Full boarding
Age range : 2-18 years

Special needs catered for (i.e. Allegies, Partial Sight) : -
Agent/representative office contact in Thailand (optional) : -
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Alumni’s Interview
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“In my opinion, studying in a boarding school is a good choice for Thai students. Children
may feel a bit lonely in their first few months in the UK. But British boarding schools have a range
of activities to offer such as music and sports. Being surrounded by many friends will also blow
away loneliness. The best thing | got from studying in a boarding school was the opportunity to
develop good friendships with British friends. As we grew up together and helped each other,
our friendship will last a lifetime. In addition to being with friends all the times, we were able to
get assistance from teachers at ease. Teaching staff take care of their students and were willing
to provide support and advice both inside and outside the classroom. We felt like being part of
a big family that had teachers and friends as members. Communication problems using English
was not a big deal. Being in an English speaking environment helped us to quickly develop our
language proficiency. The best thing | got from being a boarder was self-confidence, as we had
a chance to look after ourselves, learn to be confident and learn how to get along with other
people. English proficiency is also an advantage for future employment.

Studying in a boarding school provides an opportunity for students to develop their
potential and make use of it. | suggest you should be well prepared in every aspect to cope
with the lifestyle, culture and tradition that are different from our country. You should be open.
Believe that this is a very good prospect for you to learn. Find your own way to enjoy your time
there. Don't set your expectations too high. You should learn to be humble. If you experience
any hard times, think positively and always remind yourself that being there is your best
opportunity for a great future.”

0S. 9179J YUAIY tU 9YSY1
fivdun Haileybury and Imperial Service College

Dr. Art-Ong Jumsai na Ayudhaya
Haileybury and Imperial Service College’s Alumni
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“Studying in a boarding school in the UK for 5 years has brought me a lot of good friends
from various countries. The most significant experience | had during my time there was learning
to be more responsible. | had plenty of freedom while | was there so | learnt how to make use of
it. I learnt to manage my time efficiently, which is considered a beneficial skill for the future.
| also had plenty of free time to get to know myself and discover my own interests in sports,
subjects and activities. You may not be able to understand everything that happens around you
when you get into a boarding school for the first time. But that is not a problem. People there are
quite understanding and supportive. Adjusting yourself to new environment is not difficult. You
may feel uncomfortable on the first day as there are only foreign friends surrounding you at the
school. | suggest that if you do decide to study in the UK, you should make every minute count.
Spend time to find yourself. You will learn about time management and be more responsible
and independent.”

wsu§ Jgsdus (Todu)
fivdini Eton College

Parit Wacharasindhu (Itim)
Eton College’s Alumni
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How to choose a UK school or college

for your child

2:1d9nlsJiSvunsodny1ae
tuansrgarturinsagwlslhnuangadniu

NuklstusanskinARaaur AenmistimuusthdunaselifuaiumsatnsiilsiGou
Atnantu ansgontuinsdnsuant Unduunlsiuu Taunton School International U1AN
folan wa:Beuagius1meuAktdmdu unamdsdduwanwxldnnuacds:au GCSE
gwanwilawe A:grelUilsiBeudus néodnenduimoBaucolus:au IB Ko A Level Kot
wonwnnidu AsdheluBeuanvisomraniulsiBeu senior 3o preparatory school fUARA
dnBouldinuAnuinlsiBou wonwn:culindilsiBouideslianEoude dunasoirans
AudANUUs:aIAtAYaskanugoswonw G BoutulsiBoundnanifadululd ndsia:
dodutegilstunisidentsiBoundnantifiuan

dmsuunaoiul Gaur=weeUtKIaANAUNIUEIKSUATOTUANUA:ADI0IWAULDI DU
ﬁallnumsﬁnm nSagliAuu=UduY ua:lsuBeutluarnsigoncuninsieglusiedalsisaunniu
Laanb Mtwona: dodutalagnaesdnsudmuteluazancgyainiu Wwolkwonwilasulonma

nnnan UnnugouazUs:aunnuaSlus:uUMSANILUUERSITOCUTINS

TssaunansigorcurinslunouAngaImufoo:ls Aadntnne ADUNEoUZULAHEDS
Byuuynnu umqmnsamuuunlsauua-launmuJunUHawzfun neonuaEonTsJBUUnD
NMwanuoiutingo

mur@entsiBoulosmsgsivdelsiBuunn league table Fuanivanisaouyol
s:(U GCSE A Level 3o IB 1dutiu ndazolinuili league table Jnuadinironan
nuMsine duAsuanisdou msudinanliausatdaivadugisavaldeinnidu wWu
vamsasuzalinin@ouuca:nu a:duvelidusgiuanuwealita:Anudosu

8imsonlsiBuumundongludoss UacGoguuiass vsindaluRisinnaududoims
Thanaaaisilduadou GCSE r3a A Level n: :wuugIanien:ldinBoutunm3nendssutih
TSJlssJummunuawtdusaaﬂdaﬂq atuayudnirweuungnoududtonsodun 0133:W0u
unnumsnsaunuamnumwummsnwmu hsalduunnanumwuuuhua n:woan:eulunism
ssildegud ua-auq udtugrusdennuanimanedn mikanuiutgaiwnuall aslasw
mMkn$dnboululmauniqfegiuaniusunatined

TsaEsuRdnUnBeuldinsawluiuu 4 K3o 5 315:0U A Level wasiiniEoutu
UKBNeNdeandududus Guoludinawsudmsuidniasaseulasludestdnon
wenewuIN Wi UEIAEAMSUIBNAEIAIGEINSANUEIBIHFDIRLIAUDE NI TUNSATE
BninllBsutulssBeuitin@sunnauldn:uuuginnTulddunisduguiyaskalugeiniu
Adldn:uuudiEAlude velkmuasAnginbnasdnegilstuscuAuniZounudugnnaudu
dasu:AlidesmsAnuILrdalar) A:ifne:lsiudunUguIA:ANUTUTYaIaNMU

AJuutAUIIILN AnBoulnig ua:uamsaouna@s WldWunisduguinlsiBaudu
Awl@dmsuanvosmu udamuamoegdls dsusninudainudipifoynswaiugalisifialns

yaskaugadsIfalns widuMNGNAUdUYEEIsIN widANUaIUISONLAYa:Tsd)
wilunugangrdalnnuuuly wiluldnuudsdziniskdogoulauing

Woaesliuds TdUnasesumaduua:uandnana1niuiEeunlsidoulunairisd
[WoBuu GCSE uan:AnutonlsiBoutuansizgonauninstus:au A Level dunnseslduan
Auddau ananlutnBeunidunntulsiBouniseBousgludrduua:wanetosmstiise
BoudanlsJBuundnaaius:au 6th Form GauldmudunnasessnilsiBoun@ent3utatiiu
ananudrsod) wanwneuid ua:lsiBeunwndesnmsiianaidiinGoucofiolsiBuu Eton
FronnanlanlulsiBouls-hdmsuiinanentdedeinantulan Wumsondrsuaauuin
AzmRwoNIGeIsAnTaK3) ubegulsimuadudaivonwaninlusi Tudranaioizaana
uATU TRouasamtAsUINUATHU tsonsluaIsaR:EoudetulsiBounedould ua:
wiuauigunAseszAesnuNIUNISIILLUNMSANKTAAUENINAS)

One of the things that | do in my job is to advise parents about the best schools in
the UK for their child to apply to. The children at Taunton School International come from all
over the world and they are all with us for only one year. In that one year they get their GCSE
qualification if they are old enough and move on to other schools and colleges for IB or A Level
or they transfer into a mainstream senior or preparatory school if they are younger. So as
soon as they join us they are thinking about which school to go onto. Many parents are rightly
ambitious for their children and want them to go to the best possible school. But how to decide
which is the best for their child?

In this article, | will try to give you some idea of the kind of questions you need to ask
yourself , ask an educational agent or other advisor and ask the UK schools that you shortlist, in
order to make the right decision for you and for you child to give him or her the best chance of
happiness and success in the UK education system.

What is your idea of a UK school? Is it an old building where boys and girls are edu-
cated separately, dress up in uniform and play lots of team sports? Will you choose a school by
these sorts of images?

Will you choose a school by looking at a list of schools called a league table which
shows the GCSE, A Level or IB results that schools get? But remember a league table only
measures the most easily measurable end result of education — the exam results. It can't show
you the results that are harder to measure, like whether each individual child got the best
results they could, let alone things like happiness or confidence

Isn't it true that a school with hundreds of years of tradition behind it is bound to be
good? Isnt it true that we all want our children to get the top GCSE or A Level results which will
get them into a top university? A school with hundreds of years of tradition behind it may
support your child and help him or her to develop into a rounded adult, a leader perhaps,
maybe a talented musician or actor, perhaps a person with the confidence and ambition to do
well in business — any of these things. But it may also crush your child, take away his
confidence, ignore him so that he feels just a faceless number in a huge institution.

A school where most children get 4 or 5 A Levels at A grade and get into top universities
might be great if your child can sail effortlessly through. But it might not be right for a child
who needs a bit of extra support. Just getting your child into a school where everyone gets top
grades does not guarantee that your child will get the top grades. And then think how he will
feel when everyone else around him seems to be a genius who doesn’t need any help. What will
that do to your child’s happiness and confidence?

So if tradition, old buildings and top exam results don't guarantee that a school is right
for your child, what will? The first thing you need to ask yourself is who is my child?

Who is my individual child? In what ways is he different from other children? What
special talent does she have? Is he shy or confident? Is she academic or sporty?

A couple of years ago some parents came to see me with their daughter who was go-
ing to stay with us for a year, take her
GCSEs and then go on to a school in the UK for A Levels. The parents told me that their daugh-
ter was a star pupil in her present school and they wanted the best school possible for her
6th Form studies. | asked them if they had any particular school in mind for her. Yes, they told
me, we want her to go to Eton. Eton, probably the most famous boys’ boarding school in the
world. It was very difficult for me to disappoint them but | had to tell them that however clever,
however talented their daughter, she could not go to an all boys school. And then of course
they had to rethink their plans.
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That's an extreme example of a school not being the right fit for a child but nearly all
of us parents can be guilty of letting our ambition for our children blind us to what is the best
place for that child.

So why is it so important that the child is happy and feels at home at the school? Surely
if it is a good school that is all that matters? But there are many good schools and your child
will do much better at a school that suits them. We all work harder and are more successful in
an environment where we feel happy, valued and at home. As human beings, we all respond to
praise, so that success breeds success.

Once you have thought about who your child is, imagine him or her in different
environments. Should they go to a school or a college? This is sometimes a confusing question
because the name does not necessarily tell you if a place is a school or a college — you will
need to find out. Look at the website or ask a reputable educational agent. Once you have
established which places are schools and which are colleges, you need to understand the
advantages and disadvantages of each so that you can decide which one is best for your child.
Briefly, a school is usually more traditional with uniform, stricter rules, compulsory sport, set
homework, and is for all ages of children. A college gives more freedom and independence
because it is only for students aged 16 and above. Usually a college has no uniform and fewer
rules. But that does mean that your child will need to be independent and able to look after
himself and make himself work because there will be less pastoral care and fewer
structures to make him work.

Then you need to decide on whether to choose a single sex school (for just boys or
just girls) or a co-educational school for both boys and girls. Would s/he be happier in a single
sex school away from the pressures and distractions of the opposite sex? Or is a coeducational
school a more realistic preparation for adult life?

You need to think about how traditional and formal the school is. Is your child confident
enough to thrive on the traditions of a formal school or would they overwhelm him?

Those are a few of the questions to ask yourself to find a school that will fit
your child. Then you need to consider:

» Alevels or IB. At A Level, you study 3 or 4 subjects in depth at IB you study 6 subjects,
which must include two languages, Maths, at least one science and at least one
humanities subject, as well as Theory of Knowledge and an extended essay.

The range at IB keeps your options open but you need to be an all rounder and able

to work very hard.

Location. Would you prefer London or another city with its excitement

but distractions or a safer, healthier but maybe more boring lifestyle?

» What percentage of international students the school takes. You may want a school
with few international students because you feel that your child will learn better
English and become more typically British. But on the other hand we now live in a
world where all cultures need to learn about each other. Also if there are more
international students then the teachers are more sympathetic to any academic or
social problems your child may have

» What subjects does the school offer? This is particularly important if your child has
any special gift or talent.

Once you have answered those questions, you will have shortlisted down quite a way.
| would suggest that you then look at the websites of your shortlist and get their prospectuses.
All independent school in the UK are inspected by ISI (Independent School Inspectorate) and
must put a summary of the inspection report on their website. Look also at the full report in
www.isi.net.

| would also want to know the level of English as an Additional Language (EAL) support
the school provides. However good your child's level of English is, s/he will need help with
academic English such as writing essays, summaries of information, note taking.

Sport for non team players is an example of the specific issues you will have for your
individual child. If your child doesn't love rugby, cricket, hockey or netball, what else does the
school offer? So we are now down to very specific issues.
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Then, if possible, visit the schools with your child. If you can't, then the advice of a good
agent who knows all the different schools is very useful. But there are many things that you can
only really judge if you visit the school yourself. You need to see for yourself the facilities of the
school and preferably during term time. Watching a few minutes of a lesson will mean you can
discover if the atmosphere in the classroom is right for your child to learn well and whether
s/ he is likely to cope with it linguistically and academically.

Visiting the school will also mean that you can assess the personality of the Head —
my view, one of the most important factors as his / her personality sets the tone for the school.
It is also important to see what type of welcome you get - is the school friendly and welcoming?
Do they give you plenty of time, really seem proud of the school? Gut instinct will tell you a lot
at this stage. Are the children themselves friendly? Do they look happy? You will feel as much as
see these things.

Pastoral care is another very important factor to consider. 36% of the boarders in UK
independent schools are international. There are many schools with a lower percentage of
course but if you deliberately choose one of these you may want to reassure yourself that the
care that your child will receive will be sympathetic. It is a huge culture shock to live away from
home for the first time, especially in another country. It may be easier for your child if they first
spend a year in a study centre or similar stepping stone. British Association of International
Schools and Colleges (BAISC) is a group of schools which are dedicated to the best possible
pastoral and academic care for international students. It may be helpful to look first at their
website at the list of member schools and then through the links to individual schools (www.
baisc.org.uk)

By the time you have got to the point of actually making the decision to send your child
to boarding school in the UK, you also need to be thinking about what this decision is going
to mean for you. Probably it is you, not your child, who will suffer most in the first few weeks.
You will feel lonely and be missing your child and wondering what they are doing. You need to
prepare yourself for these feelings and have a game plan for how to cope. You are not helping
your child at this time if you phone them a lot and are obviously upset yourself. You need to
act cheerfully however you really feel, so that they can settle in. Try not to worry if you don't
hear much from your child — no news is good news and you will hear soon enough if they are
unhappy. Itis important to get the balance right between supporting your child and making it
harder for them to settle in. Many schools have secure areas on their websites so you can see
your child’s timetable, photos, newsletters etc. And between that and communication with
houseparents you can find out a lot about what is happening without pestering your child to tell
you every detail of their new life.

Good schools will also insist that your child has a guardian. This is a responsible adult
based in the UK who the school can contact if there is any immediate problem. The guardian
will take responsibility for your child’s travel to and from the school and be able to visit them
at school or go to parents’ meetings. If the school has exeats (weekends when the child must
leave the school) the guardian will look after your child at these times. If you don't have a friend
or relative in the UK who can act as guardian, the school should be able to give you a choice
of reputable guardians to choose from or go to AEGIS (www.aegisuk.net) which is a group of
guardianship organisations who follow a strict code of conduct.

There are many different ways to achieve the same end result. Your child will do better
if s/he is happy, and to be happy you need a place where s/he is recognised as the individual
that they are and valued for who they are. That will be a different place for each child so do
take your time, do talk to other people, do take the advice of a good educational agent and do
visit several schools if you can. The best school or college for your child comes in many
different forms.
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Caroline Nixon
Principal Taunton School International
Chairman of British Association of International Schools and Colleges.
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» BBC http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/
league_tables/default.stm
 Department for Children, Schools and Families
www.dcsf.gov.uk/performancetables
« Parentzone Scotland www.parentzonescotland.gov.uk/
ChoosingASchool/SearchForASchool.asp.

« Is it difficult to get in?

This varies. The most popular schools always have more
applicants than places and can require a high academic standard. But
there are many UK schools that accept pupils of varying abilities and
pride themselves on getting the best out of students, whatever their
abilities. There may be academic entrance tests. Most UK pupils sit a
special examination, the Common Entrance exam, at the age of 11 or 13.
This may be difficult for children who have been through a different
educational system, so international students are usually tested, instead,
on mathematics and English language. Admission to sixth form may be
dependent on performance at 16. Scholarship examinations may be
held in autumn or early spring for September admissions.

* When is the best time to start?

Preferably at the beginning of the academic year (in September)
or at the start of public examination course. However, whenever a new
pupil arrives, independent schools will ensure that they are integrated
into both the academic programme and school life as quickly as possible.
Many international pupils will come, initially to a summer school or to
spend a short period of, say, a month or a term in one of the increasing
number of UK private schools that welcome them at certain periods
of the year to do this. Once pupils have familiarised themselves with
the school environment they often choose to stay and continue their
studies in the UK.

» Will my child be able to move on to a United Kingdom
university?

Yes, as long as he or she applies in the normal way and achieves
the examination grades asked for by the university. UK universities now
charge tuition fees for everyone, including UK and European Union (EU)
students (but EU students pay a lower, subsidised rate). For more
information, refer to Choosing your degree course and institution and
Tuition fees and financial help for EU students in this series.

* What is the difference between an independent school
and an independent tutorial college?

Independent schools cover the full school age range whether
primary or secondary (or, in some cases, both) and concentrate on
the general education of pupils up to the age of 18. Tutorial colleges
are usually for those aged 16 and above. They offer a wide range of
courses in small classes, including career-based courses and access
courses. they also run one-year courses to resit A-levels (Which usually
take two years). Many international colleges offer one-year courses in
which the principal purpose is to improve students’ grasp of English
before proceeding to independent schools.

» Will a more expensive school be better?

Not necessarily. Some UK independent schools are well known
throughout the world, and they may be among the more expensive.
Other schools receive endowments, which effectively subsidise tuition
fees. But don't assume that a school that is high in performance tables
is necessarily the best. Many schools with more modest league table
positions will be doing an outstanding job for pupils of all abilities. And
in any case, examination performance is not everything. UK schools
pride themselves on providing an excellent all-round education.

* Where can I find school examination results?
To look at academic results and other indicators of a school's
performance see the following websites:
» BBC http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/
league_tables/default.stm
» Department for Children, Schools and Families
www.dcsf.gov.uk/performancetables
+ Parentzone Scotland www.parentzonescotland.gov.uk/
ChoosingASchool/SearchForASchool.asp.
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+ Education UK (www.educationuk.org -
select “Independent school search”)

* Independent Schools of the British Isles (www.isbi.com)

» Hobsons (www.boardingschools.hobsons.com)

* The Good Schools Guide
(www.goodschoolsguide.co.uk/)

« The British Accreditation Council (BAC)
(www.the-bac.org) keeps a searchable database
of independent tutorial colleges

* The Council for Independent Further Education (CIFE)
FituBUledA:0aIATUgIINendenduaudn
(www.cife.org.uk)

* The Boardmg Schools Association UJuuauaTSJtsau
Jssiwadonygu wassjuia (vvwvv.boardmg.org.uk.)
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» BBC http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/
league_tables/default.stm

* Department for Children, Schools and Families
www.dcsf.gov.uk/performancetables/

« Parentzone Scotland www.parentzonescotland.gov.uk/
ChoosingASchool/SearchForASchool.asp
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Boarding Schools” Association (BSA)
www.boarding.org.uk

State Boarding Schools Association (SBSA)
www.sbsa.org.uk

British Accreditation Council for Independent
Further and Higher Education (BAC)
www.the-bac.org.uk

The Council for Independent Further Education (CIFE)
www.cife.org.uk

Independent Schools Examinations Board (ISEB)
www.iseb.co.uk

Independent Schools Councill

WWW.ISC.CO.UK

Scottish Council of Independent Schools (SCIS)
WWW.SCIS.org.uk

» Are there any legal matters governing children at boarding
school?

Yes. All children under the age of 16 should have a guardian.
This should be someone resident in the UK who can care for them if
they are suddenly ill, or during vacations if they cannot go home. Some
schools may insist that a guardian is appointed and others will not.
However, in Scotland, this is a requirement in all schools. More
information on guardianship can be obtained from the Independent
Schools Council (www.isc.co.uk).

» Where can | find more information?

One of the best places is the Independent Schools Council
(ISC) which has a searchable database of its member schools on its
website www.isc.co.uk. Only schools that are fully accredited and
regularly inspected by the Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISI)
appear on this site.

Other sites that are of use are:

Education UK (www.educationuk.org

- select “Independent school search”)
Independent Schools of the British Isles
(www.isbi.com)

Hobsons (www.boardingschools.hobsons.com)
The Good Schools Guide
(www.goodschoolsguide.co.uk/)

The British Accreditation Council (BAC)
(www.the-bac.org) keeps a

.

.

searchable database of independent tutorial colleges

» The Council for Independent Further Education (CIFE)
provides links to its member colleges from its website
(www.cife.org.uk)

» The Boarding Schools Association lists both independent
and state maintained (boarding) schools
(www.boarding.org.uk).

To look at academic results and other indicators of

a school’s performance see the following websites:

» BBC http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/
league_tables/default.stm

» Department for Children, Schools and Families
www.dcsf.gov.uk/performancetables/

« Parentzone Scotland www.parentzonescotland.gov.uk/
ChoosingASchool/SearchForASchool.asp

Useful organisations

Boarding Schools’ Association (BSA)
www.boarding.org.uk

State Boarding Schools Association (SBSA)
www.sbsa.org.uk

British Accreditation Council for Independent Further
and Higher Education (BAC)

www.the-bac.org.uk

The Council for Independent Further Education (CIFE)
www.cife.org.uk

Independent Schools Examinations Board (ISEB)
www.iseb.co.uk

Independent Schools Council

WWW.ISC.CO.UK

Scottish Council of Independent Schools (SCIS)
WWW.SCIS.org.uk
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Offering more

International Baccalaureate (IB)
A Level
1 & 2 year GCSE
Pre-IB
International Middle School
Preparatory School
Junior & Senior Summer Schools

CTALNTON
oL

www.tauntonschool.co.uk
email: admissions@tauntonschool.co.uk
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While every effort has been made to ensure that the information given here is correct and up to date, the British Council accepts no legal liability for its accuracy, currency or completeness.



