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As the world enters the informative age, no one can deny that our globalized society and  free-trade  economy  is  basically  rely  on  one  simple  word,  so-called  “Knowledge”. Thomas  Jefferson  once  quoted,  “The  field  of  Knowledge  is  a  common  property  of  all mankind”. It profoundly utilized and generated  by hand of human into innovations and creations which benefit the society as a whole. Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) are what the international community, in both developed and developing countries, has an obligation to keep harmonize in order to protect and uphold. They are not solely trade-based rights, but it has also long been recognized as a basic human rights1 .  IPRs are not for protecting one country’s benefit, but a universal issue.2 Protecting them properly will result in the wealth of mankind.3
IPR protection is globally accepted as a key component of economic growth, because it stimulates innovations and creativities. It adds the fuel of interest to the fire of genius in the discovery and production of a new thing.4  Nowadays, the technological development is the tool to accomplish greater economic development; the society intents to reward the creators for innovations by giving them an exclusive right for a limited time period before becoming a public domain.5    
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Failure to protect IPRs will discourage people to create new things because they gain nothing for their  industriousness. According to FBI report, in 2004, American companies lost at least 400 Billion USD  because of IPR violation. Unless we uphold the IPRs, the best way to protect the creation or discovery is to  keep it from the eyes of the world. Consequently, the public gains nothing from that creativity which leads to economic recession.

IPR protection is also compatible with human rights principles specified in many international human rights  conventions6 .The creativity  of  creators  shall  be  protected  as fundamental rights of everyone7. IPRs are the creation of human mind by potential efforts of human being, so it leads to intellectual outcomes 8 which considerably create economic and mental value. Violating IPRs would be considered as human rights violation. However, there are still some  human rights groups claiming that IPR protection is one of human rights violations since it causes the death of many citizens by not being allowed to access patented life-saving technologies. With all due respect  to their opinions, the nature of IPRs is not absolute, so no one can enjoy this exclusive rights without any control and regulations. The creators can enjoy their rights under the limitation and exception. Even the agreement on Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPs) allows breaking a patented pharmaceutical in emergency situation9 . It apparently shows that IPRs do not jeopardize human rights, on the contrary, it upholds and parallels with human rights principle.
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Over  the  previous  decades,  the  international  community  has  put  an  effort  on upholding IPRs towards the development of various agreements. However, the major turning point  in  the  global  IPRs  is  TRIPs.10  It is  the  first  multilateral  agreement  with  strong minimum standards which seeks to enforce IPRs to the level of inviolable international commitment.11 Nonetheless, there are still hard-solving problems that come along with the imbalance  between the North (developed countries) and the South (developing countries) since developing countries maintain weak standards and limited enforcement of IPRs. It is true that TRIPs’ minimum standards are such a strong measurement that every WTO member country must abide by, however, it is ineffective unless all the countries aware of the benefits and also the value of having these particular measures on IPRs.

Most of the developing countries do not realize the importance of having strong IPR protection as they only look at short-term profits by losing to take long-term profits into their consideration.  They  value  the  labor  intensive  economy  more  than  the  knowledge-based

one.12 In China, copying computer software is easier and more profitable than creating new one.  Although, this gives a large number of exporting profits to the country, there would be eventually no  one  in  China  who  wants  to  become  a  computer  programmer.  He  has  no guarantee  rights  whether  his  works  would  be  copied  or  not.  It  will  slow  down  the development  of  technologies  and  innovations  in  China,  and  will  cause  the  same  to  the ignoring IPRs’ countries. Lastly, it will affect mankind thoroughly and even exacerbate the imbalance between the North and the South.
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To solve this inherent tension problem is very difficult since there are different levels of economic developments between the North and the South. The economic affairs are one of the main forces that help drive the efficiency of IPR protection. Minimum standards of IPRs are acceptable as strong advantages of TRIPs; however, they did not prevent the North from adopting higher standard.  13 While the developing countries are struggling to reach the minimum goal, the developed countries enjoy issuing out high new regulations to protect their IPRs. Nevertheless, IPRs are not competitive issues that all countries have to compete with each other. To protect them with high standards only in a few countries does not solve IPR violation problem, but to have almost the same moderate standard in every country would give out the best result. The North should use their finance, technology and knowledge to help the South in order to create the equilibrium in this world.
In conclusion, upholding the inviolability of IPRs should be an obligation of all mankind. We the peoples are unarguably born with IPRs since they have been recognized as one of basic human rights. Even though, violating them might not consider as a serious crime, it is an eminent threat that has silently evaded the society. Misunderstanding the role of IPRs and different levels of economic growth between the North and the South are one of the obstacles.  The  development  of  IPRs  could  not  possibly  become  progressive  if  the international community fails to keep harmonize and help each other out more effectively. Destiny to uphold IPRs would be unfulfilled, if mankind does not commence protecting them today.
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